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Step into the vibrant and witty world of Restoration Comedy, a literary
genre that flourished in England during the late 17th and early 18th
centuries. Blackwell Essential Literature presents an exceptional collection
of Restoration comedy plays, offering readers an immersive and insightful
exploration of this captivating era.

A Literary Masterpiece: The Intriguing World of Restoration Comedy

Restoration Comedy emerged as a vibrant and influential literary form in
the post-Restoration period. These plays, characterized by their sharp wit
and satirical edge, reflected the social and political landscape of the time.
Playwrights celebrated the return of the monarchy and reveled in the
newfound freedoms and indulgences of post-Puritan society.

The plays of Restoration Comedy are a testament to the literary brilliance
of the era. The language is a dazzling display of wit and repartee, while the
plots are intricate and engaging, filled with mistaken identities, romantic
entanglements, and social satire. The characters are larger-than-life,
embodying the excesses and foibles of the Restoration court.

Blackwell Essential Literature: A Treasure Trove of Restoration
Comedy Masterpieces

Blackwell Essential Literature's Restoration Comedy collection brings
together some of the most celebrated and influential plays of the era.
These carefully selected works offer readers a comprehensive overview of
the genre and its diverse range of styles and themes:
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William Congreve's The Way of the World: A masterpiece of wit and
social satire, this play explores the complexities of love, marriage, and
the pursuit of wealth in Restoration society.

John Dryden's Marriage à la Mode: A biting comedy of manners, this
play skewers the hypocrisy and superficiality of upper-class marriage.

Aphra Behn's The Rover: A thrilling and adventurous play, this work
features a strong and resourceful female character who challenges
societal norms.

George Etherege's The Man of Mode: A witty and sophisticated
comedy, this play explores the fashionable world of Restoration
London and its obsession with status and appearance.

Sir George Etheredge's The Comical Revenge: A clever and
entertaining play, this work delves into the themes of love, revenge,
and the complexities of human nature.

William Wycherley's The Country Wife: A raucous and bawdy
comedy, this play satirizes the hypocrisy and sexual double standards
of the Restoration court.

Essential Insights and Context for Restoration Comedy

Blackwell Essential Literature's Restoration Comedy collection is not
merely a collection of plays; it is an invaluable resource for students,
scholars, and readers alike. Each play is meticulously annotated with s,
notes, and appendices that provide essential context and insights into the
historical, social, and literary background of the era.



These annotations shed light on the playwrights' intentions, the social and
political influences that shaped their writing, and the cultural significance of
Restoration Comedy. Readers will gain a deep understanding of the literary
landscape of the time, as well as the broader historical and intellectual
currents that influenced its development.

An Essential Guide to a Captivating Literary Era

Blackwell Essential Literature's Restoration Comedy collection is an
indispensable resource for anyone interested in exploring this vibrant and
influential literary genre. With its comprehensive selection of plays, expert
annotations, and engaging s, this collection offers readers an immersive
and rewarding journey into the witty and intriguing world of Restoration
Comedy.

Whether you are a student of English literature, a lover of theater, or simply
an avid reader seeking literary adventure, Restoration Comedy Blackwell
Essential Literature is the perfect guide to this captivating era. Immerse
yourself in the sparkling wit, intricate plots, and social commentary of some
of the greatest playwrights in history. Let Blackwell Essential Literature be
your guide as you delve into the brilliant world of Restoration Comedy.
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