
The Tragedy of Property: A Deeper Dive into
Environmental Degradation and Inequality
The Tragedy of Property: A Concept Explained

The Tragedy of Property is a term coined by ecologist Garrett Hardin in
1968 to describe the inevitable depletion of common resources when
individuals act in their individual self-interest. Hardin argues that when
resources are shared, such as in the case of a common pasture, each
individual has an incentive to overuse the resource, as they do not bear the
full cost of their actions. This leads to a situation where the resource is
ultimately depleted, to the detriment of all.
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The Tragedy of Property and Environmental Degradation

The Tragedy of Property is a major contributing factor to environmental
degradation. When individuals are not held responsible for the full impact of
their actions on the environment, they are more likely to engage in activities
that harm the environment. This can lead to a wide range of problems,
including pollution, deforestation, and climate change. For example, if a
factory is not held responsible for the pollution it emits into the air, it may
continue to pollute, even though the pollution harms the health of the
surrounding community.

The Tragedy of Property and Inequality

The Tragedy of Property can also contribute to inequality. When resources
are not managed sustainably, they can become scarce, which can lead to
conflict and competition. This can lead to a situation where the wealthy and
powerful are able to access resources at the expense of the poor and
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marginalized. For example, if a wealthy landowner fences off a water
source, they may prevent the poor from accessing water, even though they
need it to survive.

Solutions to the Tragedy of Property

There are a number of solutions to the Tragedy of Property. One solution is
to create property rights that give individuals exclusive ownership of
resources. This can give individuals an incentive to manage resources
sustainably, as they will bear the full cost of their actions. Another solution
is to create common pool resources, which are managed collectively by a
group of individuals. This can help to ensure that resources are used
sustainably and equitably.

The Tragedy of Property is a complex issue with far-reaching implications.
It is a major contributing factor to environmental degradation and inequality.
However, there are a number of solutions to the Tragedy of Property, which
can help to create a more sustainable and just world.

* * *

About the Author

Garrett Hardin was an American ecologist and professor of human ecology
at the University of California, Santa Barbara. He is best known for his work
on the Tragedy of the Commons and the concept of the lifeboat ethics.
Hardin was a controversial figure, but his work has had a profound impact
on the way we think about environmental sustainability and resource
management.

* * *



Call to Action

If you are interested in learning more about the Tragedy of Property, I
encourage you to read Garrett Hardin's essay, "The Tragedy of the
Commons." You can also find more information on the Tragedy of Property
at the following websites:

Wikipedia: Tragedy of the Commons

The Atlantic: The Tragedy of the Commons

The New Yorker: The Tragedy of the Commons Revisited
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