
The Temperance Trailblazer: The Story of
Carrie Nation, the Woman Who Took an Ax to
Saloons

Carrie Nation, the firebrand temperance activist who became known
as "The Hatchet Lady," was a force to be reckoned with. Her
unwavering determination to close down saloons and end the
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scourge of alcohol addiction led her to become one of the most
controversial figures in American history.
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A Troubled Childhood

Carrie Amelia Moore was born in Garrard County, Kentucky, on November
5, 1846. Her father, George Moore, was a devout Methodist minister, and
her mother, Mary Campbell Moore, was a strict disciplinarian. Carrie's
childhood was marked by both love and hardship.

As a young girl, Carrie was a bright and inquisitive child. She excelled in
her studies and loved to read. However, her family struggled financially,
and Carrie often had to work long hours on the farm to help support them.
She also witnessed firsthand the devastating effects of alcohol abuse on
her community.

A Call to Action

In 1866, Carrie married David Nation, a lawyer and former Confederate
soldier. The couple had four children together, but their marriage was
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plagued by David's heavy drinking. Carrie became increasingly
disillusioned with alcohol and its grip on her family and society.

In 1880, Carrie experienced a religious awakening and became an active
member of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). She quickly
rose through the ranks of the organization and became a powerful voice in
the temperance movement.

Smashing the Saloons

Carrie Nation's belief that alcohol was the root of all evil led her to adopt
increasingly radical tactics in her campaign against saloons. In 1890, she
began using a hatchet to smash liquor bottles and destroy saloon property.
Her actions shocked and horrified many people, but they also gained her
notoriety and a loyal following among temperance supporters.

Carrie Nation's "hatchet raids" became legendary. She would often gather a
group of women and march into a saloon, singing hymns and shouting
slogans. She would then use her hatchet to smash the bar and destroy the
liquor. Her actions led to numerous arrests and jail sentences, but she
never wavered in her conviction that she was ng the right thing.

A Complex Character

Carrie Nation was a complex and controversial character. She was a
devout Christian who believed that her actions were guided by God.
However, she was also a headstrong and often confrontational woman.
She was willing to use violence to achieve her goals, and she often
alienated even those who agreed with her cause.



Despite her flaws, Carrie Nation's legacy is significant. She played a major
role in the passage of the 18th Amendment, which prohibited the sale,
transportation, and manufacture of alcohol in the United States. She also
helped to raise awareness of the dangers of alcohol abuse and to inspire
countless others to join the fight against it.

The Hatchet Lady

Carrie Nation died in Leavenworth, Kansas, on June 9, 1911. She was 64
years old. She was buried in Belton, Missouri, where her grave is still a
popular tourist destination.

Carrie Nation's story is a fascinating and inspiring one. She was a woman
of great courage and conviction who dedicated her life to fighting against
the scourge of alcohol addiction. Her legacy continues to inspire others to
fight for what they believe in, even when it means facing opposition and
ridicule.

The Story of Carrie Nation is a must-read for anyone interested in American
history, the temperance movement, or the role of women in social reform.

Additional Information

* Carrie Nation Museum * Woman's Christian Temperance Union * Library
of Congress: Carrie Nation
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