
How Partisan Divisions Came to the Supreme
Court: An In-Depth Examination
The Supreme Court of the United States, revered as the ultimate arbiter of
the law, has long been a cornerstone of American democracy. However, in
recent decades, the Court has become increasingly polarized along
partisan lines, raising concerns about its ability to remain an impartial and
apolitical institution. This article delves into the historical roots, evolving
dynamics, and far-reaching consequences of partisan divisions within the
Supreme Court, shedding light on their impact on judicial decision-making
and the future of American democracy.
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Historical Roots

The seeds of partisan divisions within the Supreme Court were sown in the
early years of the Republic. The Federalist Party, led by Alexander
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Hamilton, favored a strong central government, while the Democratic-
Republican Party, led by Thomas Jefferson, advocated for states' rights
and a limited federal role. These political divisions often found their way
into the Court's deliberations, with Justices appointed by each party tending
to align with their respective political ideologies.

During the 19th century, the rise of the abolitionist movement and the
subsequent Civil War further exacerbated partisan divisions within the
Court. Justices from the North and South often held opposing views on the
legality of slavery and the powers of the federal government. The Dred
Scott decision of 1857, which ruled that African Americans were not citizens
and could not sue in federal court, is a prime example of the Court's
partisan divide during this period.

Evolving Dynamics

In the 20th century, the Supreme Court's partisan divisions continued to
evolve, influenced by factors such as the rise of interest groups, the media,
and public opinion. The Court's decisions on issues such as civil rights,
abortion, and campaign finance have often fallen along partisan lines, with
Justices appointed by Republican presidents tending to be more
conservative, while those appointed by Democratic presidents tend to be
more liberal.

One of the most significant developments in the evolution of partisan
divisions within the Supreme Court has been the increasing ideological
polarization of the Justices themselves. In the past, Justices were often
appointed based on their legal qualifications and experience, rather than
their political views. However, in recent decades, presidents have



increasingly sought to appoint Justices who share their own political
ideologies, leading to a more polarized Court.

Consequences for Judicial Decision-Making

The increasing partisan divisions within the Supreme Court have had a
significant impact on judicial decision-making. In many cases, the Court's
decisions are no longer based on a consensus among the Justices, but
rather on the ideological divide between the conservative and liberal blocs.
This has led to a decline in the Court's legitimacy and public trust.

Furthermore, partisan divisions have made it more difficult for the Court to
resolve controversial issues. In recent years, the Court has often been
deadlocked on major cases, with the conservative and liberal Justices
voting along party lines. This has resulted in a lack of clear guidance on
important legal issues and has further eroded the Court's authority.

Implications for American Democracy

The partisan divisions within the Supreme Court have far-reaching
implications for American democracy. The Court is the ultimate interpreter
of the Constitution and its decisions have a profound impact on the lives of
all Americans. When the Court is seen as a partisan institution, it
undermines its ability to act as an impartial arbiter of the law.

Furthermore, partisan divisions within the Court can lead to a lack of
accountability. When Justices are appointed based on their political
ideologies, they may be less likely to be held accountable for their
decisions. This can lead to a decline in the quality of judicial decision-
making and a weakening of the rule of law.



The partisan divisions within the Supreme Court are a complex and
evolving issue with deep historical roots. The increasing polarization of the
Justices and the impact of partisan politics on judicial decision-making have
had significant consequences for the Court's legitimacy and its ability to
serve as an impartial arbiter of the law. As the Court continues to face
controversial issues in the years to come, it is crucial to understand the
historical and contemporary dynamics of partisan divisions and their
implications for American democracy.
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