
Building Restorative School Community: The
Essential Guide to Creating a Positive and
Supportive School Climate
In today's rapidly changing world, it is more important than ever to create
positive and supportive school communities. Schools are where our
children learn, grow, and develop. They are also where they learn how to
interact with others and build relationships. When schools are safe,
welcoming, and inclusive, students can thrive. However, when schools are
plagued by conflict, violence, and bullying, students cannot learn and grow
to their full potential.

Restorative practices are a set of principles and practices that can help to
create positive and supportive school communities. Restorative practices
focus on building relationships, repairing harm, and resolving conflict
peacefully. They are based on the belief that everyone has the potential to
change and that everyone deserves to be treated with respect.
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Building Restorative School Community is the essential guide to creating a
positive and supportive school climate. This book provides a
comprehensive overview of restorative practices, with a focus on how to
implement them in schools. It includes practical tips, case studies, and
resources to help you get started.

What are Restorative Practices?

Restorative practices are a set of principles and practices that focus on
building relationships, repairing harm, and resolving conflict peacefully.
They are based on the belief that everyone has the potential to change and
that everyone deserves to be treated with respect.

Restorative practices are different from traditional approaches to discipline,
which often focus on punishment and exclusion. Restorative practices are
more collaborative and inclusive, and they seek to address the root causes
of conflict.

There are many different restorative practices that can be used in schools.
Some of the most common practices include:

Circles: Circles are a facilitated group discussion that can be used to
build relationships, resolve conflict, and make decisions.

Conferences: Conferences are facilitated meetings between students,
teachers, parents, and other stakeholders. They can be used to
address specific issues or to build relationships.
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Mediation: Mediation is a facilitated process that helps disputing
parties to resolve their conflict peacefully.

Restorative circles: Restorative circles are a specific type of circle
that is used to address harm and rebuild relationships.

Benefits of Restorative Practices

Restorative practices have been shown to have a number of benefits for
schools, including:

Reduced conflict and violence

Improved school climate

Increased student engagement

Improved teacher-student relationships

Reduced absenteeism and dropout rates

Increased parent involvement

How to Implement Restorative Practices in Schools

Implementing restorative practices in schools can be a challenging but
rewarding process. Here are a few tips to get you started:

Start small: Don't try to implement every restorative practice at once.
Start with a few small steps, such as using circles to build relationships
or holding conferences to address specific issues.

Be consistent: Restorative practices are most effective when they are
used consistently. Make sure to use them in a variety of settings, such
as classrooms, hallways, and the cafeteria.



Be patient: It takes time to build a restorative school community. Don't
get discouraged if you don't see results immediately. Keep at it and
you will eventually see a positive change.

Building Restorative School Community is the essential guide to creating a
positive and supportive school climate. This book provides a
comprehensive overview of restorative practices, with a focus on how to
implement them in schools. It includes practical tips, case studies, and
resources to help you get started.

If you are looking for a way to improve your school climate, I encourage
you to learn more about restorative practices. Restorative practices can
help you to create a school where everyone feels safe, respected, and
connected.
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